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Ordinance which was passed to restrict rebels and other disloyal people
but not law-abiding British subjects.

In what form it is now intended to introduce legislation, it is difficult
to say, but seeing that before it can even be introduced Mr. Lyttelton's
consent is necessary, I trust that you will approach him and discuss the
question with him, for, after he lias given his sanction to a particular
course, it would be very difficult to get redress.

What I venture to suggest is that the Law 3 of 1885 should be entirely
repealed as also the town regulations regarding foot-paths and other laws
specially disqualifying Asiatics; that an Immigration Act on the Cape lines
should be introduced but so as not to taboo, in the educational test, the
Indian languages and; [that] a Dealers' Licenses Act should be introduced
on the Natal lines provided that the right of appeal to the Supreme Court
be granted against decisions of the local authorities on licensing appli-
cations and provided that the existing licenses are not touched by it except
in so far as the shops may not be in accordance with sanitary or ornamental
requirements.

Thus, the great bogey of immigration will be set at rest once and
for all, and there would be no question of undue competition in trade.
The local authorities will be able to regulate the number of licenses.

All that the Indians claim is that they should have the right, under
the general laws of the Colony and so long as they conform to Western
requirements, to trade and to hold landed property and to enjoy other
rights of citizenship.

I would also remind you that Lord Milner has committed himself to
some such legislation and not legislation specially disqualifying British
Indians, and also that British Indians of education or standing should
be entirely exempted from any restrictive legislation.

Colonial Office Records: C.O.291, Volume 78, Individuals-B.

157. BRITISH INDIANS IN THE TRANSVAAL
The British Indians at Heidelberg did well in presenting a loyal add-
ress to His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor of the Transvaal, and
in doing so to draw His Excellency's attention to the recently decided
test case. It drew from His Excellency an important pronouncement
on Government policy. The answer given by Sir Arthur Lawley to
the deputation was elaborated in his speech at Volksrust at the banquet
given in his honour by the people of Volksrust. His Excellency paid a
well-deserved compliment to the loyalty of the Indian people and their
industrious habits. Dealing with the[ir] status in the Transvaal, His Excel-
lency was very guarded. He said that nothing could be done by the Govern-
ment until sanction was received from the Colonial Secretary. But he had
no hesitation in saying that he sympathised very much with the desire
of the white inhabitants not to be nonplussed by the Asiatic traders, and